The Superpowers and the Middle East
have shown independence of Anglo-French policies toward Asia
and Africa which seemed to us to reflect the colonial tradition.
That declaration of independence has had an electrifying effect
throughout the world.78
However, the "electrifying effect", insofar as United States' al-
lies were concerned, was closer to dismay than to rejoicing. To
compel the evacuation of Anglo-French forces out of Egypt, the
United States exerted additional pressure by cutting off oil sup-
plies from the Western Hemisphere which Great Britain and
France needed to replace the oil they were hitherto obtaining from
the Middle East. This was accomplished by refusing to authorize
the operation of the Middle East Emergency Committee79 of 13
U.S. oil companies to expedite petroleum supplies to Europe.80
According to Professor M. S. Venkataramani, the main intention
of the United States was "not to impose oil sanctions against bei
European allies", but "to give the appearance of such a policy".
"American authorities", according to him, "had to balance the
temporaiy unpopularity that such a stand might evoke in Western
Europe against significant gains ... in the Arab world".81
™ Congressional Record, 16n., p. 19334.
7®The Middle East Emergency Committee was set up in August 1956,
composed of 13 American oil companies engaged in foreign petroleum
operations. Its task was (i) to make investigations and obtain pertinent
information relating to foreign petroleum operations; (ii) to estimate the
petroleum requirements of foreign countries and supplies available; and
(iii) to make recommendations in respect of stocks of petroleum to be
maintained in friendly countries.
so Despite this, private companies on their own had shipped some 15
million barrels of oil products to Europe during November 1956. See
U.S. House of Representatives, Congress 85, Session 1, Commitee on In-
terstate and Foreign Commerce, Preliminary Report, Petroleum Survey,
Washington, D.C, 1957, pp. 18-22.
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